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About this book

This book is intended for use by members of Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram to guide the
chanting of the mantras during performance of a Chandi Homam. This book does not
represent the entirety of Puja and Homa Krama\s prescribed for the performance of a
Chandi Homam, and we want to emphasize that there are aspects of the Homam that are

performed by the Acharyas not documented in this publication.

This publication is a useful companion to the audio publication Durga Saptashati
Paarayana Krama (https:/ /bhaskaraprakasha.org/publications/audio/) of Bhaskara
Prakasha Ashram. It is in the same order as the audio publication with the exception of

the Sankalpam which is only in the book.

The Sankalpam in this publication is provided to enable devotees participating in the Devi
Mahatmyam Parayanams and Shri Chandi Homam events being performed by Bhaskara
Prakasha Ashram.

We have put in our best efforts to ensure that this publication is error free. However, if
you notice any errors, typos or corrections required to this book or have suggestions,

please let us know at info@bhaskaraprakasha.org.

No part of this publication should be used in an unauthorized manner without the

permission and authorization from Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram.

This book is dedicated to our Guru Parampara on behalf of the disciples of Bhaskara
Prakasha Ashram. We pray to Chandika Mahalakshmi to bestow blessings on all

members and disciples of our Ashram.

*kkkk
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Preface to the first edition

$ri gurubhyonamah

ke

durga saptasati, also known as devimahatmyam, is a text from the markandéya puranam. Chanting the devimahatmyam
is a highly potent form of dévi worship due to the seven hundred powerful mantras contained in the verses of durga
saptasati. These seven hundred mantras are chanted in the performance of a candithomam as oblations are offered to
devi.

This book is a distilled version of the candihomam procedures documented by our guru $ri $ri vimarsananda nathéndra
sarasvati svamiji (1902—-1996). $ri vimarsananda, the founder of Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram, travelled to all parts of India
teaching Vedas, Agamas, Tantras and $rividya upasana to many devotees. In 1996, just prior to attaining Maha Samadhi,
$r1 vimarsananda directed his grandson, $ri Raghu Y Ranganathan ($r1 svabhavanandanatha), and senior disciples, Smt
Akhila Ranganathan ($r1 kameésvaryamba), $ri Kumar Ramachandran and $mt. Gowri Ramachandran to establish
Bhaskrara Prakasha Ashram in North America and Europe.

The hallmark of Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram is the unbroken lineage of $rividya Gurus and the immense faith and devotion
of the sadhakas and upasakas to their Gurus and Guru Parampara. All Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram devotees follow the
principles and traditional practices prescribed by the Siddhamalli Guru Parampara under the guidance of current Gurus of
the ashram. $ri vimarsananda’s dedication to the performance of rituals with utmost devotion, sincerity and his
commitment to excellence is manifested in every endeavor of the Ashram and its members, whether it is a daily Puja, a
candihomam or a grand kumbhabhisékam (temple consecration).
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Today, Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram conducts numerous spiritual activities due to the dedicated efforts of its volunteers
who donate their time and monetary resources for the conduct of various Ashram activities. We pray to the supreme
goddess Maha Tripura Sundari to shower her blessings on all of Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram’s disciples and volunteers who
work for the well being of the entire world.

All of our publications are possible due to the guidance provided by $r1 jianananda tirtha svami, the current pithadhipati
of Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram, and $ri R. Ramakrishnan Dikshitar ($rT parnanandanatha), who leads the Publications and
Research aspects of the ashram. On behalf of all of the members of the Ashram, | would like to express my sincere
gratitude to $ri R. Ramakrishnan Dikshithar, $r1 Shankara Narayanan, $mt Latha Ramani Sundaresan, Dr Mythili
Seetharaman and Sivasakthi Subramanian from India, and $ri Raghu Y Ranganathan, smt Akhila Ranganathan, $ri Kumar
Ramachandran, $r1 Addepalli Suryanarayana, Smt Addepalli Sarada, $r1 Sriram Srinivasan and many others in North
America. This publication would not have been possible without their tireless efforts in typesetting and editing this
publication.

Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram thanks the yeomen service rendered by late Smt. Janaki
Ramachandran and late Shri T.A. Ramachandran, parents of Shri Kumar
Ramachandran, who played a vital role in inspiring many disciples of BPA through
their knowledge, drive, hard work, and undying faith. They created multiple works
that made it much easier for everyone to follow the teachings of our Shri Vidya
Guru parampara.

Dedicated to the holy feet of our Guru Parampara.

K.R.Yegnarathnam December 2018

Global Head, Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram Chennai, India
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$r1 Sr1 jianananda tirtha svami

vidyopasaka par excellence and no field or practices in the Great Ocean of $r1 Vidya worshlp is untouched or unvisited by
him.

He took Sanyasa Ashram on 1st January, 2017 on the banks of river tamraparni in Siddha Malli Village, Tamil Nadu.
Siddha Malli is the birthplace of our Moola Guru $rT kamésvarananda tirtha, wherein he built the famous Lalithambika
Mutt and installed $ri Lalithambika Vigraha in the Mutt temple.

§r1 jhanananda tirtha svami has been instrumental in leading the ritual practices of various Pujas and Temple
kumbhabhisékams conducted by Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram.
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sri R. Ramakrishnan smt Lalitha Ramakrishnan

$r1 Ramakrishnan ($r1 parnanandanatha) and his wife smt. Lalitha Ramakrishnan ($rT Il6pamudra) are respected srividya
upasakas. Practicing $rividya upasana for the past 60 years, they are praised and venerated by practitioners of Srividya
Tantra for their deep knowledge of Tantrik and Agamic scriptures. $rt Ramakrishnan has incredible memory to recollect
the different ideas provided in different Tantrik texts. He has done extensive research on $rividya Tantra, especially from
manuscripts relating to S$rividya Tantra preserved at the Adyar Library, Theosophical Society of India.

$r1 Ramakrishnan is the Poorva-ashrama son of $ri §r1 vimar$ananda nathéndra sarasvati svamiji. Currently living in
Madurai, India, $rTt Ramakrishnan is leading the publication division of Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram by providing expert
knowledge and advice about using the Tantra texts for Pujas and Homas.

Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram is extremely grateful to $ri Ramakrishnan and smt Lalitha Ramakrishnan for their generous help
in bringing out Upasana Krama texts and their continuing guidance to Ashram’s spiritual activities.
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Sri Raghu Y Ranganathan and smt Akhila Ranganathan

$rm Raghu Y Ranganathan ($ri svabhavanandanatha) and smt Akhila Ranganathan ($¥ri kamésvaryamba) are senior
disciples of His Holiness r1 ér1 vimaréananda nathéndra sarasvati svamiji, the founder of Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram.
Raghu is also his poorva-ashrama grandson and son of $ri K.R.Yegnarathnam.

Raghu has been leading the Bhaskara Prakasha Ashram (BPA) activities outside India and is the President of BPA in North
America. Raghu started his training in vedas in gurukul style under his guru and grandfather at the age of seven. He was
initiated into Srividya upasana and accompanied his Guru in performing more than 500 candithomam’s , srividya
homam’s and $rividya navavarana piija’s. Raghu's first independent $ata candihomam was performed at $rT Kamakshi
temple in New Delhi in 1988 at the age of 23. Raghu and Akhila have initiated and taught dévimahatmyam, traditional
Vedic chanting and $rividya Tantra worship to many devotees in Kenya, Singapore, UAE, USA and Canada since 1996.
They have travelled widely in the USA and Canada performing various Pujas and Homas including $ata candthomams,
$ahasra candthomams, atirudram and $rividya navavarana homams. In addition to their passion for teaching Vedas,
Agamas and Tantras to sincere devotees, Raghu and Akhila, striving for continuous improvements, are continuing to
learn the ocean of knowledge available in our scriptures. They prefer to be called Shishyas because they are mentored,
taught and provided insights into the performance of Pujas and Homas by $r1 jianananda natha svamiji, sri

K.R.Yegnarathnam, and s$ri. Ramakrishnan.
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